Novenber 29, 1967 — 


“Wiss Florence E. Vhitmore | 
Research Laboratory 

¥Yuseum of Fine Arts 

Boston, Mass. 02115 _— 


Dear ¥iss Wiitoores 


Last ay 5th you prepared ¥useum certificates Nose TeLe 13,128, 
13,429, 13,430. These were in connection with Exavination Nos. 67.10, 
G7it1. 67.423 


Your examinations were in accordance with my request that you 
analyze three United States Assay Office of Cold trenty dollar gold 
coins by X-Ray fluorescence to determine the percentage of gold and 
Silver or copper in the alloy of each coin. 


You might remember that we discussed over the telephone prior to 
your making the aforementioned tests the type of analysis that my 
Studies required. I believe that I requested that you be as accurate 
as possible concerning the amounts of gold, silver and/or copper, 
that each coin contained. If I remember corr:ctly, the testing of 
these coins was delayed because you had your equipment checked so 
as to insure full accuracy. | 


Exanination Noe 67.11 shows a copper content for coin USAOG-10) 
of 0.5=1.0% copper. This would indicate that your testing was ace 
curate tc at least a half of one percent or 5/1000. However, showing 
your test certificates to a third party, the thought was expressed 
that your results were probably reported to the nearest 1%. "That 
is to say, Exanination No. 67.12 reports Gold as 88.0%, meaning that 
the gold content probably is nearer to 68% than it is to either 87 
or 892—" 


‘Could you ft me if you actually "rounded off" your test result 
figures or if, say, 89.0% actually represents 890/1000 gold fineness. 


This question may be redundant, but I would appreciate your cane 
ments at your. earliest possible conveniencee Thank you. 


Very truly yours, 


John Je Ford, Jre 


